
Swampscott for All Ages Committee 

Swampscott Senior Center 

Meeting Minutes, September 6, 2023 

 
 

Attendees: Michele Audet, Alyce Deveau, Jenn Nisbet, Bob Powell, Claire Regan, 

Margaret Somer Sue Sussman, Heidi Whear 

 

Absent: Kevin Breen, Marzie Galazka, Pat Hines, Joan McCormack, Bill Quinn 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm 

 

Minutes from July 26, 2023 approved. 

 

Domain Updates 

Housing:   

M. Audet reports that the Affordable Housing Trust meeting is not open to the public; the 

committee should consider inviting a representative of the Trust to attend a future 

meeting. SfAA committee members are encouraged to explore the resources available 

through CHAPA (Citizen’s Housing & Planning Association). 

 

J. Nisbet will add links for housing resources to All Ages/Senior Center website as 

needed. 

 

491 Humphry St has been put on the market won’t be used for affordable housing 

 

The Planning Board held a meeting on Aug. 29 to develop design guidelines for the 

Vinnin Square project. SfAA members are encouraged to complete the online survey 

about the guidelines and the committee should have a representative at future meetings 

to advocate for affordable housing.  

 

Transportation:  B. Powell met with Rep. Jenny Armini about transportation issues.  

She’s interested in helping to coordinate funding from Marblehead and Lynn to support 

a pilot project: a partnership with Lyft to provide subsidized rides for seniors and 

disabled individuals. B. Powell and H. Whear also met with town administrator, Sean 

Fitzgerald, to request funding for the Lyft project. Although the meeting was positive 

there was no funding commitment.  

 

H. Whear will meet with Lisa Hooper Director of Marblehead COA to discuss 

transportation issues.  The Senior Center has hired a new driver. Senior Center vans 

can be rented by nonprofit organizations and Selectperson Mary Ellen Fletcher will drive 

a senior center van to the upcoming Porch Fest.  
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Outdoor Space and Buildings:  

During the previously mentioned meeting, Sean Fitzgerald supported a community 

center and suggested that Town Meeting allocate funds for a feasibility study; 

Selectperson Katie Phalen was also consulted on the issue and seemed supportive.  

 

Using the AARP guidelines, J. Nesbit assessed walkability around the town hall, 

Linscott Park, Monument Ave.  She will explore doing a walkability study with the 

community and economic development department.  

 

Social Participation: Sept is Senior Center month; free classes will be offered at the 

Senior Center the week of Sept. 11.   

 

Seaglass Village is hosting a social event at the Marblehead Little Theater on Sept. 8, 

6-8 pm. Seaglass is working on developing a buddy system to connect members with 

members. Also, they will be reaching out to Senior Centers in surrounding communities.  

 

Civic Participation and Employment: C. Regan and B. Powell have volunteered to 

represent SfAA at the meetings to update the Swampscott Master Plan.    

 

Community and Health Services:  S. Sussman and J. McCormack met to start 

planning for the 2024 Caregivers conference. They would appreciate more SfAA 

members joining them. Proposed dates are March 16 or 23; location at the Senior 

Center.   

 

Communication and Information: J. Nesbit is working with town hall staff to expand 

the distribution lists for COA and Parks and Rec updates. The deadline for reviewing the 

town charter is soon.  

 

Respect and Inclusion: Dementia training for town employees continues.  

 

 

Other Business:   

 

Next meeting: October 18, 2023, 7 pm, Swampscott Senior Center. 

 

Adjourn: 8:00 pm 

 

 


