
Town of Swampscott  
Board of Assessors  

Open Session Meeting Minutes 
Monday August 28, 2023 

  
BOARD OF ASSESSORS MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Tasia Vasiliou (TV), Vice Chair Neil Sheehan (NS), Secretary Lara 
Goodman (LG) 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 

OTHER TOWN OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Director of Assessment Cheryl Moschella (CM), Select Board Liaison Mary Ellen 
Fletcher (MF) 

OPEN SESSION: Convened at: 12:12 pm 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

• Reviewed and discussed potential changes to the town charter that the Board would like to suggest.   
 
NS recommends keeping the BOA as an elected board. TV agreed and said that she believes an elected board is 
more objective.  
 
LG expressed concerns about the Assessor position hiring process and feels it would be helpful to change the 
language regarding how many potential finalists for the position to be recommended to Town Administrator (TA) 
from the current “not less than three” to the best candidate. TV agreed and commented that such a change 
would put more pressure on the Town to recruit.  She believes the Town could do a better job posting/advertising 
for the position, that the pool of candidates during the last hiring process was too small at only three candidates. 
MF stressed that while it is important there be enough candidates for the Board to evaluate, the TA needs to be 
given a plural number of finalists to choose from as he is the hiring authority. The Board agreed to request the 
language to the charter be changed be to read “we shall bring forth the best candidates with a cap of three.” 
 

• Motion to approve Open Session Meeting Minutes from 6/5/23 and 7/10/23: 
Motion:  NS 
Second: LG 
Rollcall Vote: UNANIMOUS 
 

• 109 Properties Updates: CM updated the Board that Patriot Properties is currently in the process of inspecting all 
properties with inspections due to include 109 properties. TV requested that Assessing obtain a list of researched 
AUD properties from the Planning Board that she believes may also include 109 properties, and to ensure Patriot 
Properties has a copy. 
 

• Golf Course Properties: CM said that she will have a discussion with Properties regarding golf course properties.  TV 
expressed concern that Tedesco is in its own designated neighborhood with a few properties on Stanley Road and 
unless there is a sale, there is no increase in land value. The Board would like to know how a sale of the Residence 
at Vinnin Square could affect values should it be used as an outside sale for the golf course property as is done with 
condominium neighborhoods.  
 

• The next meeting was rescheduled from September 13th to Monday September 18th at noon. CM will invite both MH 
and town counsel and request the Board to come in person if possible. 
 

• Motion to adjourn:  

Motion:  NS  
Second: LG 
Rollcall Vote: UNANIMOUS 

 
Adjourned at: 1 pm 
 

 
True Attest,  
Lisa Taylor 
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